HISTORIC FLIGHT RETURNS SPACE LAUNCHES TO AMERICA 
NASA and SpaceX send two astronauts on their way to the space station. 1B 
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TIDE OF OUTRAGE 


Protests on both sides of Tampa Bay produce a few tense moments. 


LUIS SANTANA | Times 


Crowds protesting police brutality block traffic at 56th Street and Fowler Avenue in Temple Terrace. Follow developments at tampabay.com. 


Protests, both violent 


BY JOSH FIALLO, JOSH SOLOMON 
AND DIVYA KUMAR 


Times Staff Writers 


Hundreds of people gathered Saturday at 
three separate demonstrations across Tampa 
Bay, protesting the killing of a Minneapolis 
man at the hands of police officers last week. 

Demonstrations in downtown Tampa, 
downtown St. Petersburg and Temple Ter- 
race each drew hundreds of people. 

They were following other protests from 
across the country, some of which have 
turned violent. But the demonstrations in 
Tampa Bay on Saturday were largely peace- 
ful, though punctuated by tense and angry 
moments. 

In downtown Tampa, demonstrators 
chanted obscenities toward the police. In 
Temple Terrace, they shut down a major 
roadway and threw water bottles at a police 
officer’s car. 

Most of the protests wound down after 
several hours. But as of 8 p.m., hundreds of 
people from the Temple Terrace protest still 
were gathered near the District 2 Tampa 
Police Station, close to Busch Gardens. 

Protestors threw loud fireworks at the 
ground and bottles of liquid at officers. Police 
officers holding riot shields had arrived. 
Bystanders’ car windows were broken, as 
were windows of a nearby convenience store. 
Protesters said at one point officers fired rub- 
ber bullets into the crowd. 

The protest was ongoing at press time. 

See PROTEST, 8A 


and peaceful, 


ELIZABETH ROBERTSON | Philadelphia Inquirer 
Protesters jump on an overturned vehicle 
near the Municipal Services Building in 
Philadelphia on Saturday. 


roil the U.S. 


BY AARON MORRISON AND SEAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Anger over the death 
of George Floyd continued to spread across 
the United States on Saturday, with the 
National Guard called in to beef up over- 
whelmed forces. 

Saturday’s events followed a long night 
where protesters set police cars ablaze, 
smashed businesses’ windows and skir- 
mished with baton-wielding officers in 
streets from Atlanta to Los Angeles to Port- 
land, Ore., to Washington, D.C. 

In Minneapolis, the city where Floyd, a 
black man, died Monday after a white police 
officer pressed a knee into his neck and kept 
it there for more than eight minutes, Min- 
nesota Gov. Tim Walz fully mobilized the 
state’s National Guard and promised a mas- 
sive show of force to help quell unrest that 
has grown increasingly destructive. 

The struggle to control the mayhem could 
bring another 1,000 National Guard soldiers 
into its cities, supplementing a force of 700, 
already the largest civil policing authority in 
See NATION, 9A 


Florida unemployment 
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These are among the 40 Florid 
who have spoken to the Times/Herald about 
their struggle to get unemployment insurance 
from the state. Read more about them, 6A. 


Jobless 
to state: 
Own up, 


pay up 


Missing benefits, they blame a 
bureaucracy that offers scant 
remedy to an inadequate system 
and outright fraud. 


BY LAWRENCE MOWER AND KIRBY WILSON 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE — There are problems with 
Florida’s unemployment system. 

Then there’s Charlene Jackson’s problem with 
Florida’s unemployment system. 

In March, the 39-year-old nurse for special 
needs children lost her job and tried to apply for 
unemployment for the first time in her life. But 
she couldn’t finish her application because she 
couldn’t get into the system: someone fraudulently 
filed for unemployment under her name. 

She’s now locked out, unable to reset her login 
because she can’t answer the fraudster’s secu- 
rity questions. Calls to the Department of Eco- 
nomic Opportunity’s fraud line have been met with 
recorded messages that the line is busy. 

She has not collected any unemployment bene- 
fits, she said. 

“T pay my taxes,” Jackson said. “I don’t owe the 
government anything. And when I need (unem- 
ployment), I can’t get it.” 

Over the past month, the Times/Herald inter- 
viewed 40 Floridians who, like Jackson, have strug- 
gled to receive benefits during the pandemic. 
Reporters spent hours on the phone with them, 
viewed screenshots of their claims and sent their 
names, phone numbers and claimant ID numbers 
to the Department of Economic Opportunity to 
verify that they were eligible. 

Of the 40 people, half have started to receive 
payments, department spokeswoman Tiffany 
Vause said in a Friday statement. The rest are in 
the “review process” for state or federal benefits, 
Vause said. 

“The 40 claimants you (sent) are just 40 of the 
more than 16,000 names that were submitted to 
(the agency),” Vause said. “The team is working dil- 
igently to serve Floridians who contact the agency 
through the proper channels.” 

The Times/Herald asked the state to review the 
See UNEMPLOYMENT, 6A 


CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC For the latest news, go to tampabay.com/coronavirus 


Malls have likely been changed forever (3; 


‘Ss 


They struggle to stay relevant, as department 
stores file for bankruptcy and close locations. 


BY SARA DINATALE 
Times Staff Writer 


TAMPA — International Plaza 
grew into a shopping and din- 
ing destination even as suburban 
malls withered in competition 
with Amazon. 

The mall reveled in luxury, 
attracting designer brands, like 


Gucci and Louis Vuitton selling 
$4,000 handbags. 

Its upscale anchors, Nord- 
strom and Neiman Marcus, 
stood strong as Sears and JC 
Penney gutted their stores at 
other local malls. Patrons lined 
up for $15 cocktails at the pla- 
za’s outdoor restaurant corridor, 


Bay Street. Last year, the mall 
announced plans to add a movie 
theater and restaurant with 
bowling and bocce ball. 

Now, that theater is on hold. 
The company behind it has 
filed for bankruptcy — as have a 
handful of the mall’s tenants. 

Even top-shelf shopping cen- 
ters are struggling as retailers 
experience record sales drops 
amid the coronavirus shutdown. 
International Plaza is facing the 


possibility of its anchor stores 
going dark forever. 

“With the pandemic, all the 
malls are in the same boat — 
the ones that were struggling 
and the ones that were thriving,” 
said Chris Bowen, a developer 
with RD Management, which 
owns retail property locally and 
nationwide. 

Shoppers were walking Inter- 


national Plaza last week, but 
See MALLS, 5A 


DOUGLAS R. CLIFFORD | Times 
Barbara Friesl of Dunedin shops May 22 at Westfield 
Countryside Mall, where social distancing has not been an issue. 
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